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1 . The Overseas Chinese Older Generation, I 


The older generation who normally voi 
tire to, and would be planning tc rel 
ty in China confiscated*. They dc nol 
permitted by the country where they* |i 
some relative in distress), and have 
sentiments have not changed, they jho% 
any material ties to China, and intez 
now live, H'M 


dd have property in China, a house to reL 
j urn there in old age, have had their proper- 

6 now send money there (unless ja small amount 
w live and then only | in| hopes it 'jnay help 
bandoned all hope of return. Although | their 
I simply consider themselves cut of if without 
jest themselves only in the place where they 


2. The Overseas Chinese Younger Generation 


a. The younger generation is basically divided into two groups: 


(1) Those with money go abroad for an education, planning to return | to their 
overseas home to carry on the family enterprises. That is their first 
interest. ML !: 


(id) The ambitious poor are d* kv- 1 *;o Communist China for :an education,] 
for there they can have e at no cost, be supported in tlie prci-* 

cess and be guaranteed Jobs] vixen they complete their courses. They 
feel that they will have power and opportunities denied them overseas. 1 


b. There are mixed motives here - 1 sometimes a rerl interest in communism among 
the youth because it seems to promise them status denied them anywhere else, 
sometimes an interest in communism J only as a. means to an education. |For not 
only do white colonial admlnie t rations deny them equality of status no mat-] 
ter what their financial position] qiy be, but also natlye administrations 
and peoples deny them equality] ] and! the Overseas Chinese finds himself more 
and more in the position of a minority member of a society which can discriminate 
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against him and does because it resents ard fears his economic power. ! 

Thejre is one very cl<par issue here in the minds of the realistic young 
Overseas Chinese. He ! knows that the only chance he has for demanding and 
getjting equality of status is to do so as the citizen of a strong country; 
therefore, his need criterion of Communist jcnina is; single - China's national 
strength. If the CC^ /Chinese Communist Party/ can keep control of a unified 
Chipa, defy the UN on jthe battlefield, and have the backing of powerful 
Soviet Russia, then he is all for Communist China, j 

AH Overseas Chinese, [none of them really politically minded at heart bet 
only j interested in survival, will submit to and collaborate with whatever 
government is in power in the place where bhey live. All of them, except 
[those older ones who [have lost property in [china, are interested not in 
phe| politics or policies per se of mainland China but in whether she is [strong. 
JPhelr desire goes beyond the first fact that they are interested in China's 
ptrength as protection for themselves in varying degrees, and very strong 
among the intellectuals is the feeling of national pride and patriotism.! ! : 

China is their real homeland after all. At[ least 70 per cent of the Intel * 
lectuals will judge Communist China solely by whether she is strong in the 
world of nations. j 


Their Attitude Toward Formosa 

l| :!![: | ! I P 

Their attitude toward Formosa is completely consistent with their attitude toward 
Communist China. It is wholly realistic. In the past the KMT /Kuo Min Tang/liicl 
nothing j ^or the Overseas Chinese, and Its only interest ; in them took the form ci 
requests; [for money. Todajyj what can the KHT do 'for them? It still asks for money. 
So their sole criterion for supporting the KMT is its ability to return and re- 
conquer [the mainland. They know the KMT cannot | do this. Ideals and political 
principles are negligible factors. The real issue in their minds is power, jl 

Overseas Chinese Attitude Toward the US ! 


The Overseas Chinese businessmen and thinkers certainly, and probably tne ovirssas 
communities as a whole, are very much aware of US strength and genera], aims . 1 1 T*v;o 
things underlie their general attitude toward trie Us; 


a. The: fact th*t the Us dame to the assistance of the Koreans . and I 

0 : ‘[.k . . II : ; 

The significance of US aid in various forms elsewhere in Asia. 

[: ’ : | ; | | j 

So, klthuugh they have deep-rooted memories of oppression and denial of status by 
Western colonial powers, they are generally favorably disposed toward the UsJj : 
Again, this attitude is not only on the realistic basis of US strength, but ijoo, 
very [ importantly, on what the US has actually done. They are watching policies 
and actions in Asia. The US, not Formosa, is trie symbol of Western free ideals 
and strength - strength first, and they hope foil specific US interest in the whole 
Over ^ I Chinese problem. In a sense it is accurate to say that in their minds 
the iestjof strength in Asia is between US and Communist China, although they may 
not put it so specifically/ j | 

The Most! Crucial Issue j I t! 

I ' : M : - I | ! I; 

At the present time /January 195jy > ‘the most crucial issue is not what Communist 
China and the US do generally, but the position of the Overseas Chinese in thv Iv 
own overseas communities. It is the deep, and in many places growing, cleavage 
between rilie Chinese and th!e native populations. It is caused by the economic!' 
position | (power of completje monopoly in some places, for instance agricultural 
credit in Indonesia, and near control in many sectors of the economy in other [ j 
places) which the Chinese have built up over' the! years. Indonesia is denying! ! 
export- imppx-t licenses to Chinese. Thailand bar 3 them from 14 different trade aeU : 
tivitiesj This current tendency to strip the Overseas Chinese of economic power 
has tliree : [direct effects: , j j j j j: 

a. It hurts the local economy, for the Chinese element is not a hair or a 
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fingernail which can be plucked crt with only minor, effect; to cut it 
off is to sever a limb. 


b. It threatens the security of the many Chinese communities, completely 
disrupting them. 

c. Because as a policy it is associated with local governments supported 
by the US and the West, governments linked to democratic concepts very 
often, and it is undemocratic and discriminatory in the eyes of the 
Chinese, it shakes their belief in democracy. 

6 . What Can the US Do? | 

It is obvious that: it is difficult and dangerous, if not impossible, in the 
context of Asian national pride and the total force of jnationa'list drives 
everywhere in Asia, for the Us to exert direct influence. H owever, here are 
some steps the US can take which would have great influence. 

a. Support the efforts now under way under enlightened Chinese leadership to 
build Chinese universities in Asia. Given even a small start, they will 
grow; they will draw students; they can draw on Chinese intellectuals 
everywhere for teaching staffs; they will be supported by the overseas 

i communities! The US can do this with money* The UiS has power to speed 
this program in two key spots, in Singapore and in j the Philippines. The 
US can urge the UK to cease raising obstacles jto the project now 
Btarted in Singapore, to do this even before the process of giving Singapore 
self-rule is completed. The Us has enormous influence with its friend 
Magsaysay . 

b. Native Asian governments, while resenting direct suggestions, pay great 
heed to world comment and criticism from writers of* repute. If the world 
press, scholarly magazines, dignified comment from; the US, from the UK, and 
from Europe were to point out the folly and undemocratic nature of drastic 
economic discrimination against the Overseas Chinese, it would have a real 
effect on the current trend to unwise policies. It would not take great 
effort to do this. 

c. The US can invite Asian leaders to the tfe for travel and observation. This 

is a procedure which can and should be expanded greatly from its present 
degree of implementation. i 

! j | i 
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